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SYNOPSIS OF THE THESIS ENTITLED: 

EMPOWERMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN THE LAKSHAM 

VEEDU COLONIES OF KERALA: A CASE STUDY OF 

KOTTAYAM DISTRICT 

  

INTRODUCTION 

  “Houses for All” is a very popular catchphrase of every Government inasmuch 

as it is the basic unit of human relationship in a state. Housing has been considered as 

a human right rather than a basic need. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR) of 1948 emphatically states under Article 25 (1) that, “Everyone has the right 

to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his 

family, including food, clothing, housing, medical care and necessary social services, 

and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, 

widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”. 

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution states that no person shall be deprived of his life 

or personal liberty except according to the procedure established by the law. In 

various cases, the Supreme Court has enlarged the meaning of life under Article 21 of 

the Constitution to include within its ambit the right to shelter. The housing condition 

in Kerala is rather different from that in other parts of the country. Public housing 

schemes in Kerala were showing greater performance in terms of importance in 

investment and physical achievements and considerably reducing the housing gap. 

“The history of the public housing dates back to the 1950’s with the village housing 

scheme implemented with the support of the Community Development Programme 

sponsored by Government of India. It was followed by the pioneering M.N. Govindan 

Nair One Lakh Housing Scheme launched in 1972, which was a success” (Kerala 

State Housing Policy-2011).  
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ONE LAKH HOUSES SCHEME 

The “One Lakh Houses Scheme” or “Laksham Veedu Pathathi” implemented 

by the Government of Kerala from early 1972 represented the first major attempt in 

India to provide adequate accommodation to the impoverished sections of society. The 

commitment and active involvement of students, voluntary organizations, civil 

servants, peasants, labourers, employees of quasi-governmental bodies and public and 

private establishments made the project a nonpareil. There is no gainsaying that the 

One Lakh Housing Scheme is a massive scheme implemented with the active 

participation of the public, the Government officials and the Panchayaths which could 

be described as aprecursor to the present public–private partnership (PPP).“The state 

Government’s One Lakh Housing Scheme is a slightly modified version of the Central 

Scheme for providing house sites to families of landless rural workers whose members 

depend for their livelihood mainly on the unskilled labour of their members (sic). 

According to the scheme, 100 families have been chosen in each of the 960 

Panchayaths in Kerala by drawing lots from among eligible applicants. Although the 

Central scheme stipulated that the size of the house site should not exceed 86.2 sq 

meters (100 sq yards), the Kerala Government has succeeded in getting the Centre to 

agree to the provision of about 170 sq meters for each landless family” in view of 

Kerala’s special socio-economic conditions such as the settlement pattern, climate and 

so on. (Yojana, 1972). 

Based on the datagiven by the Kerala State Housing Board, there are now 90, 

208 houses under the scheme. Among them, about 57,590 are single houses and 

16,309 are duplex houses (32618 families).  On the basis of the data provided by 

various information officers as per the Right to Information Act, from 14/02/2014 to 

07/05/2014, the rural areas of Kottayam district contain 5540 Laksham Veedu 

families. 

  From a survey of available literature, it can be seen that a few studies have 

been conducted with regard to the general facets of the marginalized sections of the 

society in India and Kerala. However, it has been found that no systematic and serious 

study has been conducted so far regarding the developmental status of Laksham 
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Veedu Colonies in Kerala, especially Kottayam district. Thus a research gap is 

identified. Therefore the present study is the first of its kind to fill this research gap.  

  

 RESEARCH PROBLEM 

The present research is an attempt to study the colony pattern of life where the 

flotsam and jetsam of society who were once scattered all over the panchayath area 

now reside side by side. Many social, religious and political organizations have come 

forward to work for the upliftment of the people in the Laksham Veedu colonies. 

These organizations have helped empower them socially and politically and culturally 

to a certain extent. But still their social and political circumstances remain very 

pathetic. Negative aspects like domestic violence, brawl, consumption of liquor and 

extravagance still persist. Even though they are provided with micro financing, 

savings and banking at various levels, their political and social empowerment leave 

much to be desired.  

The study focuses on the social and political development of the people 

residing in the Laksham Veedu Colonies in Kottayam District. The present study is 

primarily concerned with the question: what are the determinant factors and problems 

pertaining to the development and empowerment of the Laksham Veedu Colonies in 

the district of Kottayam? 

 

RELEVANCE OF THE STUDY 

When these colonies were formed, all political parties focused their attention 

on them and their problems. In addition to the political parties, social and religious 

activists also riveted their attention on these colonies. Majority of the people in the 

Laksham Veedu Colonies belong to the BPL category. The social and political 

development and empowerment of these people are quite different from those of the 

general category. Even though they are provided with several opportunities by the 

government or social and religious institutions, their political and social development 

has not yet reached the expected level. They constitute a special category in the body 

politic, who requires special care and attention to bring them to the main stream. In 

this study, the researcher seeks to find out the transformation that has occurred in the 
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lives of those who were settled in these colonies and how it has impacted upon their 

social and political development, empowerment and enlightenment. 

  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The study seeks to examine, on the basis of empirical analysis, the nature and 

extent of the social, political, economical and educational dimensions of development 

of the Laksham Veedu families in Kottayam District. It also examines the cultural 

background of the people.  The objectives of the study are specified below. 

• To study the educational attainments and employment patterns of the people in 

the Laksham Veedu Colonies in Kottayam district  

• To evaluate the various activities of Kudumbashree Units, Non-Governmental 

Organizations and Co-operative Institutions for the welfare of the people in the 

Laksham Veedu Colonies in Kottayam district.  

• To investigate the political factors that determines the political participation of 

the people in the Laksham Veedu Colonies.  

• To analyze the socio-economic conditions and the cultural background that 

affects their development.  

• To understand the main difficulties faced by these people in their day today 

life.  

 

HYPOTHESES 

The propositions in this research work are posited below. 

• Total empowerment scores of families having membership in various 

organizations and those who have no membership do not differ.  

• The socio-political scores of the Laksham Veedu families with period of stay 

below 10 years and above 10 years do not differ.  

 

METHODOLOGY 

   The methodology consists of the area of the study, sources of data collection, 

sample frame work and data analysis.  
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AREA OF THE STUDY 

Administratively, the district of Kottayam is divided into 5 Taluks. It covers 

both rural and urban areas. 73 Panchayaths in the district are considered rural and 4 

municipalities urban. The present study was conducted only among the rural people 

living in the Laksham Veedu Colonies (73 Panchayaths) in Kottayam District, which 

constitutes the area of the study. 

 

SOURCES OF DATA COLLECTION 

Both primary and secondary data have been used for the study, although the 

major thrust of the study is on primary data. They have been collected mainly by using 

a pre-tested questionnaire for the empirical analysis of the study. Books, research 

journals, Government publications, census reports, newspapers and websites are the 

sources of the secondary data. 

 

SAMPLE FRAME WORK 

In this study, a multi- stage proportionate random sampling technique has been 

adopted for collecting the primary data. The actual survey of 400 families was carried 

out after a pilot study. 

In the first stage, out of the 14 districts of Kerala, Kottayam has been 

purposively selected. In the second stage of sampling, families have been selected 

from the five Taluks of the District in proportion to their population. Out of the 5540 

rural Laksham Veedu families of Kottayam District, Meenachil Taluk has 1871 

families, Vaikom Taluk 1158 families, Kottayam Taluk 1127 families, Changanassery 

Taluk 980 and Kanjirappally Taluk 404 families constituting 34%, 21%, 20% , 18% 

and 7% of the total respectively. Four hundred families in the sample were selected in 

the same proportion. 136 families have been chosen from Meenachil Taluk (34%), 84 

from Vaikom Taluk (21%), 80 from Kottayam Taluk (20%), 72 from Changanassery 

Taluk (18%) and 28 from Kanjirappally Taluk (7%). 
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In the third stage, 6 Panachayaths from each Taluk have been selected at 

random. Thus the Panchayaths of Kidangoor (25%), Melukavu (12%), Mutholi (25%), 

Poonjar Thekkekkara (17%), Thalanadu (12%) and Uzhavoor (9%) from 

MeenachilTaluk, the Panchayaths of Chempu (21%), Kallara (15%), Manjoor (18%), 

T.V. Puram (23%), Thalayolaparambu (15%) and Udayanapuram (8%) from Vaikom 

Taluk, The Panchayaths of Athirampuzha (9%), Ettumanoor (26%), Manarcad (9%), 

Pallikkathodu (18%), Pampady (16%) and Puthuppally (22%) from Kottayam Taluk, 

the Panchayaths of Karukachal (16%), Kangazha (7%), Thrikodithanam (25%), 

Vakathanam (18%), Vazhoor (17%) and Vellavor (17%) from Changanasherry Taluk 

and the Panchayaths of Chirakkadavu (9%), Elikkulam (32%), Erumely (32%), 

Kanjirappally (12%), Manimala (7%) and Parathodu (8%) from Kanjirappally Taluk 

were selected for the study. It means that 400 samples from 30 Panchayaths out of a 

total of 73 in five Taluks in the district have been collected. 

 

METHOD OF ANALYSIS 

Simple statistical tools like percentages, averages, mean, pie diagram, bar 

diagram and standard deviation have been used for the analysis of the data. T-test and 

Chi-square test have also been employed. Statistical Package for Social Sciences 

(SPSS) is used for analysis. 

 

LIMITATIONS 

The study has certain limitations. The main limitations of the study are listed 

below.  

1. So far no significant studies have been conducted on the socio-political 

conditions of the Laksham Veedu Colonies of Kottayam District. So there is a 

wide data gap in this regard.  

2. Secondary data is insufficient in the study. So the researcher has depended 

mainly on the data provided by the family respondents regarding their socio-

political conditions.   

3. Some of the family members in the survey were reluctant to part with the 

factual information relating to their social background.  
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4. Collection of information from uneducated people was very difficult.  

5. The survey was confined to just 30 Panchayaths out of 73 in Kottayam District. 

So some areas have been left out from the purview of the study.  

CHAPTER SCHEME  

The entire study is presented in six chapters. The first chapter is the 

introductory chapter which encapsulates the significance of the topic, statement of the 

problem, conceptual frame work, review of literature, objectives of the study, 

hypotheses, methodology, area of the study, sources of data collection, sample frame 

work, tools of analysis and the schematic arrangement of the study. The second 

chapter surveys the historical background of the Laksham Veedu Colonies in Kerala. 

The third chapter presents the socio-political aspects of rural development in India 

and Kerala. A socio-political profile based on the survey of the Laksham Veedu 

Colonies of the Kottayam district is provided in the fourth chapter. The fifth 

chapter analyses the data. The sixth chapter summarizes the findings, suggestions 

and conclusion of the study.  

 

FINDINGS 

The result of the research is set forth in the findings. On the basis of an 

exhaustive examination of the facts gathered from the primary and secondary data the 

following findings have been arrived at.  

 

Findings Regarding Educational Attainment and Employment Patterns 

1. Out of a total of 1690 people surveyed, only 283 persons are above the 

S.S.L.C. category (10th standard).  They constitute only 16.74% of the total 

population of the area under study.  

2. Families who send their children to aided schools and colleges are found to 

have been higher than those who send children to unaided schools and colleges.  

3. The dropout rate is very high in Laksham Veedu Colonies. It has been found 

that 1-5 pupils belonging to 76.6% of the Laksham Veedu families dropout of 

schools.  
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4. The data shows that there are unemployed persons in every Laksham Veedu 

family.  49.3% of the families have 2 to 4 unemployed persons.  

 

Findings Regarding Various Organizations 

1. People belonging to 85.5% of the families in the Laksham Veedu Colonies of 

Kottayam district are members of various organizations.  

2. Kudumbashree Neighborhood groups (77.75%) influence their life style rather 

than any other organizations. 2.75% of the women occupy the leadership of the 

mission.  

3. The study shows that the mean value is higher in the case of families having 

membership in various organizations (40.18) than those who have no 

membership.  

4. Associations (17%) and NGOs (14.75%) have a very low influence in 

the  Laksham Veedu Colonies.  

  

Findings Regarding Governmental Affairs and Political Participation 

1. Kottayam Taluk with 46.2% families has the highest rate of participation in 

political parties and Changanassery with 27.8% the lowest.  

2. Only 25.5% of the people are aware of the values of democracy.  

3. Political involvement of women has the highest percentage in Kottayam Taluk 

(22.5%) and the lowest in Changanassery Taluk (2.8%).  

4. The regular exercise of franchise (95.2%) and regular participation 

in   Gramasabha meetings (76.2%) show their democratic attachment and 

political empowerment.  

 

Findings Regarding Socio- Economic and Cultural Matters 

1. 82.2% of the families have the right to various reservations from the 

government. Among these 34.4% belong to the SC and ST category.  

2. Out of a total of 400 families, 304 (76%) of the sample households belong to 

the Below Poverty Line (BPL) category and the remaining to the Above 

Poverty Line (APL) category.  
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3. Among the 5 Taluks - Kottayam, Changanassery, Kanjirapally, Meenachil and 

Vaikom – the rate of improvement in income is significantly higher (P<0.05) in 

Kanjirappally Taluk.  

4. The political, economic, social and cultural background of the Laksham Veedu 

Colonies in Kottayam Taluk (41.47) is satisfactory in comparison with the 

same in other Taluks in the district.  

Findings with Respect to the Main Problems that Confront the Laksham Veedu 

People 

1. 43.6% of families do not wish to continue in the Laksham Veedu Colonies.  

2. There may be a connection between alcoholism (55.3%) and domestic violence 

(44%). It negatively impacts upon the peacefulness in these colonies and the 

ambience conducive to the academic pursuits of children.  

3. 56.7% of the families have responded that the most serious problem faced by 

these people is the unavailability of potable water.  

4. Proper rearing of children and waste management are the other difficulties 

faced by the people in the limited areas of these colonies.  

 

CONCLUSION  

The study seeks to shed light on the major factors that have facilitated the 

empowerment and development of the tenants of the Laksham Veedu Colonies in 

Kottayam district. It focuses on the life pattern in the Laksham Veedu Colonies. The 

role of Panchayaths, political parties and socio-religious organizations in the 

empowerment, enlightenment and development of these families is also examined. 

The primary purpose of the study is to construct a methodology for the progress of the 

marginalized sections of society with special emphasis on that of the people of the 

Laksham Veedu Colonies.  

  

  


