
METHODOLOGY 

 

The original text-books of the selected works of Khushwant Singh will be used for the present 

study. The analytical research methodology is used to strictly adhering the MLA 8th style 

edition. The selected novels for the Pragmatic Analysis have listed as follows:   

  

Primary Sources:  

1. Train to Pakistan (1956)  

2. I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale (1959)  

3. Delhi: a Novel (1990)  

4. “Ice-Candy-Man”, (1988) 

 5. “The Pakistani Bride”. (1990) 

6.   “Cracking India” (1991) 

 

Secondary Sources:  

For the collection of secondary sources, a large number of related reference books, research 

articles, research thesis, periodicals, interviews, journals, research thesis, newspaper articles and 

online web based sources will be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 

 

Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa are the greatest novelists of all the times. They are 

outstanding writers and their all novels are admirable. It is quite impossible for any research 

scholar to study each and every works of the concerned writer but the research scholar has tried 

to study in detail the select novels of Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa. They are really great. 

Therefore; the present study limits itself to analyse only selected representative novels of 

Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Siddha. They have written many novels but here it is impossible 

to analyze each and every novel.  

As the limitations to the researcher, following highly marked popular novels of Khushwant 

Singh and Bapsi Siddha have been selected for the present research study and a brief survey 

analyzed as follows:  

1. “Train to Pakistan (1956)  

2. I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale (1959)  

3. Delhi: a Novel (1990)  

4. “Ice-Candy-Man”, (1988) 

 5. “The Pakistani Bride”. (1990) 

6.   “Cracking India” (1991) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

Khushwant Singh, a renowned Journalist, Indian writer was awarded Padma Vibhushan for his 

great contribution to literature. He has written a great quantity of literature such as novels, short 

stories, articles, autobiography. However, Khushwant Singh’s works are very vast and broad, to 

focus only select novels are well abound with dialects, sociolect and idiolect by nature so the 

researcher has limitations to study selected novels with pragmatic perspectives. Keeping in terms 

of the research title only, the present study will bring out the phenomenon of linguistics aspects, 

representing in pragmatic principles namely Co-operative Principle, Politeness Principle, Speech 

Act Theory etc. What is most remarkable about Bapsi Sidhwa’s perspective on the Partition of 

the Indian Subcontinent is her religious distance from its most immediate effects as a member of 

the Parsi/Zoroastrian community. In contrast, Sidhwa presents us with the Godmother as a truer 

source of strength and action, through knowledge instead of pride and rhetoric.Sidwa has a 

strong creative partnership with Pakistani/Canadian director, Deepa Mehta, with Sidwa involved 

in two of the three films in Mehta’s film trilogy, Fire, Earth and Water. Khushwant Singh and 

Bapsi Sidhwa are the best-known writers of all times. They are the finest historians and novelists 

and an outstanding observer and social critic. Their assessment and comparison of social and 

behavioral traits of people from India and the West is full of outstanding wit. They use of 

language is down-to earth, realistic and often an exact translation of the Hindi or the Punjabi or 

regional dialect dialect. Khuswant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa  are great writers. Their works are 

full of inspirations.  All works are admirable. Therefore; there is a wide and vast scope of 

research on the works of the above mentioned writers for the upcoming researchers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORK PLAN 

 

The thesis contains six chapters. The tentative chapterization is as follows:- 

 

Introduction: - The first chapter would be an introduction to the origin of Indian writing in 

English Literature. The chapter would include the contribution of eminent Indian novelists like 

Mulk Raj Anand, R.K.Narayan and Raja Rao and Kamala Markandaya, Ruth Jhabvala, 

Nayantara Sehgal and Anita Desai. Chapter I introduces its key elements, along with the 

hypothesis, background, significance, objectives, scope, limitations, problem at hand and 

approach of the research.  

Chapter II covers the review of the articles, books, theses etc. relevant to the research. A survey 

of the scholarly pieces of writing related to the area of study is conducted, which provides the 

researcher with the description and critical evaluation of the works, and assists in thorough 

understanding of the problem being investigated. The chapter comprises of several reviews, 

including the remarks of several critics, philosophers and litterateurs on Khushwant Singh and 

Bapsi Sidhwa’s novels. This literature review serves as a secondary data source for the research. 

Chapter III will include the select novels of Khushwant Singh such as “Train to Pakistan 

(1956), “I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale” (1959) and “Delhi: a Novel” (1990). 

Chapter IVth will cover the following novels of Bapsi Sidhwa’s such as “Ice-Candy-Man”, 

(1988), “The Pakistani Bride” (1990), “Cracking India” (1991). 

Chapter Vth will be the comparative study of the select novels of Khushwant Singh and Bapsi 

Sidhwa.  

 Chapter VI which is the current chapter serves as the epilogue of the thesis, summarizing and 

concluding the research. 

References/citations of the sources of data and information are given in the end after the 

Chapter VI. 

 


