
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 The article “Analysing Partition: Definition, Classification & Explanation” by Brendan 

O‟Leary is related to the research topic. The article is based on the definition of partition, its 

classification, explanation of partition in historical, geographical, cultural, political language, 

religious manner. In this article the scholar very specifically disclosed the theme of partition in 

many manners. He gives the good references to explain the word of partition.  

 “Social and Psychological Trauma of the Displaced: A Study of Partition of India” by 

Sukhbir Singh and Manmohan Singh Gill is an article based on the information of social 

condition and psychological conditions of partitioned people. In this article; the scholar studies 

the problems faced by the displaced Hindu and Muslim people at the time of partition. To show 

the real trauma, scholar used some keywords like partition, displacement, communal violence, 

refugee, religion, migration, problems, etc which directed react on the way of thinking of reader.  

 Umar ud Din, M. Kamal Khan and Shahzad Mahmood, research scholars wrote an article 

on “Reflections on Partition Literature - A Comparative Analysis of Ice Candy Man and 

Train to Pakistan.” The article gives a clear picture of partition tragedy. To show this picture, 

scholar studied two novelists of partition. The scholars majorly studied the characters through 

humane and sincere manner. This article becomes powerful because of the keywords.  

 “Why did we have the Partition? The Making of Research Interest.” The present article is 

written by the scholar Satish Saberwal which was a very useful for researcher‟s further study. In 

this article, the writer used some keywords like partition, 1947, India, Pakistan, religious revival, 

conflict, etc. with a multidimensional purpose. In this article the writer mainly focuses on social 

point of view. The writer also discusses in brief, why the Asian people or writer interested in the 

partition literature. He gives the suitable example or reference for this.  

 Dorothy McMenamin has written an article “Anglo-India Experiences during Partition and 

Its Impact upon Their Lives.”  The present paper deals with painful memories and experiences 

about partition. This article deals with the investigation about the rise of communal violence. The 

scholar also shows the historical background with painful situation in the time of partition. He 

also flashes on the political pill of Muslim community leader and Hindu community leader in 

that time of partition. The article also discusses the British role in the partition. The word 



communal violence, policies, politics, revenge, killing, blooded bodies, etc. make a special effect 

on readers‟ mind and stand up the picture of that time.  

 In “The partition of India and Retributive Genocide in the Punjab (1946-47): Means, 

Methods and Purposes” by Paul R. Brass based on this theme. In this paper, the research 

scholar shows women slaughter scenes, sexual harassment, religious madness, etc. in beautiful 

way. The writer also shows the role of the leaders of political parties of Muslim, Hindu and 

British raj. Through the map, the writer shows an exact location of infected areas of partition.  

 Babudeb Chakraborti has written an article on “The Essentials of Indianness: Tolerence 

and Sacrifice in India Partition fiction in English and in English Translation.” The present 

is article based on The Essentials of Indianness. The writer explores the Hindu culture and 

civilization in this article. The scholar also focused on the Hindu religion from time immemorial 

inspires men and women to follow the principle of tolerance and sacrifice. He also shows the 

richness of Hindu civilization with given example of Vedanta, Brahm societies.  

 The research scholar Jill Didur writes the article named “Cracking the Nation: Gender, 

Minorities and Agency in Bapsi Sidhwa‟s Cracking India.” The present article majorly based 

on the partition of India and shows the human madness, silliness, foolishness throughout this 

article. The scholar also studied deeply Bapsi Sidhwa‟s fiction “Cracking India” to show the 

gender, minorities‟ problems at that time of partition.  

 The Subaltem Ethnographer: Blurring The Boundaries through Amitav Ghosh‟s 

Writings” by Maria Elena Martos Hueso is one of the article based on the partition of India. In 

this article the writer studies the Amitav Ghosh‟s writing style on the theme of partition. To 

show the partition colour in Amitav Ghosh‟s, the scholar used the remarkable keywords in his 

article and become successful in the way of thinking of readers. He used the keywords like “In 

an Antique Land‟, monopoly of multiculturalism, the rise of ethnography, thick 

description, etc. This article will crack the boundaries of thinking. In this article, the writer 

shows that not only nation‟s boundaries are affected but also internal area of the country is 

affected. He clearly shows that whole nation is suffering through violence at that time of 

partition.  



 Raju Jaysing Patole, a research scholar, wrote the article on “Literary Response to Partition 

in India.” This article deals with the partition fiction writers which define the concept of 

partition in the literary manner using the Indian language. It means the concept of partition is 

used by the writer in own mother tongue. The scholar makes his article visible through the words 

like refugees, destruction, battle, mood of nationalism, etc. He also represents the novelist aspect 

of theme of partition in various points of views. To explain literary response, the scholar gives 

the references / specimen of novel / fiction characters with the characteristics.  

 In this article of “Historical Trauma through Literary Perspective Depicted in Chaman 

Nahal‟s Azadi” by N. Gunasekaran and V. Peruvalluthi is based on the partition of Indian 

subcontinent into India and Pakistan. The two research scholars studied Chaman Nahal‟s fiction 

Azadi in various point of view. The scholars also focused on history, politics, tragic effects, dual 

attitudes, violence, etc. The scholar used perfect wording to explain the historical trauma of 

partition of India. They also studied the novelist‟s life when novelist became refugee in partition 

time.  

The Four Phases in Khushwant Singh‟s novel Train to Pakistan” Saikat Banerjee, in the 

present paper the scholar explains the atmosphere of the partition in Train to Pakistan. To depict 

this trauma the scholar largely used word like communal suspicion, tension, hatred, 

mysterious way in his paper. The scholar fully describes the tragic scene with the references. 

The scholar also quotes the some paragraph from original text.  

 The scholar Uttam Patil wrote an article named “Partition and Subsequent Cultural 

Maelstrom: A Study of Azadi.” This paper viewed on the cultural context of society during 

partition of India. The scholar makes a special comment on India‟s multiculturalism character. 

To justify own comments, the scholar gives the references of partition novelists. He also makes a 

comment on unity and integrity of the Indian people is seen vividly during the freedom struggle. 

In this paper the scholar uses the slogans like, Inquilab, Pakistan Zindabad, Azadi as a 

keyword. The scholar discusses the conflict between Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs during the 

partition period.  

Dr. Prabha Parmar is a scholar who wrote an article “Historical Elements in Khushwant 

Singh‟s Train to Pakistan.” As a title of the paper shows, this article is fully based on the 



historical elements of partition writings. She chooses to study Khushwant Singh‟s “Train to 

Pakistan” and become successful to depict the ghost hours of partition. To explain the point, she 

uses important quotations from the book. She also shows horrors of crime at that time through 

this paper. And that the central theme of research works.  

 The article “Amitav Ghosh‟s The Shadow Lines: Re-reading, Its Craft and Concerns” 

written by the scholar Murari Prasad which is based on the partition of West Bengal in Indian 

subcontinent. The scholar explores Ghosh‟s organization of the dialectic elements, situations, 

events and characters of the novel. The scholar studied partition, cartography, nationalism, 

communalism, cross-border and narratology of the Ghosh‟s fiction “The Shadow Lines.” The 

scholar also evaluates tolerance and multi-cultural scenario in Ghosh‟s fiction. The scholar also 

studied and gave the good references to explain the point.  

“Partition and Post Independence Politics in Azadi” was written by the scholar Anilkumar 

Katte. The paper is the tragic drama of partition. The tragic event or its darkness was the 

element of this paper. The scholar chooses political roots behind the partition as a central theme 

of the paper and Azadi is one of the famous books related to this topic. In this paper, the scholar 

focused on “two nation theory” through political view. He explores the political roots and its 

effects on Hindu, Muslim, Sikh community. He points out the problem of refugees with the 

government‟s policy and handling the situation carelessly.  

“Women and Partition in Selected Short Stories” written by Dr. Rajshree Ranawat. The 

paper depicts the aspect of the gravest of human tragedies. The paper fully clears the bloody 

suffering of human life. The paper deals with most brutal forms like abduction, rape, 

kidnappings, forced marriages, honour killings, revenge, etc. The paper is also dealing with 

migration of all communities. The paper is full of sign of pain. The paper was very beautifully 

narrates the pain and misery events of partition of India. The scholar uses short stories to narrate 

the women‟s problems during the partition.  

 “A Critical Evaluation of Khushwant Singh‟s Train to Pakistan in Historical Perspective” 

written by Menoti. The present paper is full of theme of partition, fusion of sex, humour, pain, 

agony and violence, atmosphere of hate, despair, darkness and destruction also. The paper 

depicts the picture of trauma, bribery, hypocrisy, darkness, unfair police and bureaucratic 



functioning etc. The scholar tries to use many words to define violence of partition. Thus; this 

article becomes rich.  

 Marcie Panutsos wrote “The Broken Mirror: Casualties of Nation Building in Train to 

Pakistan.” The article exposes the reality of blood digester of independent nations. The scholar 

fully analyse the Khushwant Singh‟s novel Train to Pakistan to explain the dangerous 

encounter of humanity. The scholar describes the tragic flow of partition through this paper. The 

scholar directly focuses on the violence and darker side of the process of the partition of 

subcontinent of India. The scholar exposes the writer‟s thinking about partition through this 

article. The article also shows the lust of power in the partition novel Train to Pakistan.  

 Dr. Mayur Chhikara writes an article on “Manju Kapoor‟s Difficult Daughters: A Saga of 

feminist Autonomy and Separate Identity.” The present article deals with the women‟s 

difficulties during partition era. The scholar largely presents the conflict between the passions of 

flesh and a yearning to be a part of that day. To present these images, scholar chooses Manju 

Kapur‟s fiction “Difficult Daughters”. In this paper the scholar discusses the generation gap 

between mother and daughter conflict through. The scholar portraits the picture of women‟s life 

in different and difficult manner. The scholar indirectly shows that women are enemy of women. 

The scholar presents the images of sorrow, love and compromise in this paper.  

 Dr. S. S. Kanade and Dr. Nandkumar Lavande wrote the paper on the freedom of India in 

literary manner. The paper‟s title is Glimpse of Naked Truth: A Study of Anant Kay‟s My 

India: A Shame in Freedom. The paper fully pledges Indian culture and depiction our dark 

ugliness during partition. The scholar shows the agonizing portrait of freedom through Indian 

poetry which deals with the element of partition and human suffering of that time. The scholar 

shows the problems of poverty of Indian, Muslim and Sikh community. The scholar also shows 

the political leader‟s crushing policy of displaced people.  

  Gayatri Pandey writes an article on the partition of India. The scholar wrote the article named 

“Symbolism in Khushwant Singh‟s Train to Pakistan.” In this paper, the scholar studied 

Khushwant Singh‟s novel Train to Pakistan in different point of view. The scholar makes a 

comment on scenes and its influence in the novel. The scholar studied this novel with deeper 

meanings through symbols. In this paper the scholar shows the symbolic element with good 



references. The scholar shows heroism, self-sacrifice, loyalty and physical courage through 

symbolism. These elements show directly the dirty picture of partition.  

 Richard Lee wrote the article named “What is identified without a Stake in our Country?” 

In this article the scholar Lee discuss the partition of India through partition novelist. The scholar 

discusses the migration of people of India and Pakistan. The scholar shows insaneness of 

partition, violence, trauma, etc. In this paper, the scholar tries to investigate the position of 

women, children and political reaction during the partition of Indian and Pakistan. The scholar 

further shows the battle of tradition and modernity or between East and West. Richard Lee 

examines various issues related to partition in the present paper.  

 “Conflicting Cultures reflected in Malgaonkar‟s Open Season” written by Dr. D. N. More is 

another article. The article title shows the theme of the research paper. Dr. More shows the 

Indian Culture and its way of conflict. The scholar exposes or reflects the many writers‟ themes 

of novels through this article.  

“India from 1900 to 1947” written by Markovits Claude. In this article, the scholar represents 

the history of India during 1900 to 1947. The present paper analyzes or presents the chronicle 

sequence behind the partition.  

“Suicide and the Partition of India: A Need for Further Investigation” is written by David 

Lester. This article is an essay form which deals with the unanswered question of investigation. 

In this article, the scholar studied the document cases of suicide during the partition of India into 

India and Pakistan in 1947. After studying document, the scholar goes on the conclusion of “A 

Need for Further Investigation” to provide a fuller picture of suicide during this period. In this 

article, the scholar depicts the problems of Hindu and Muslim societies.  

“Manju Kapur‟s Difficult Daughters” is an article written by Dr. Annie John. The article is 

related with the story of woman and the issues that affect her life. The scholar depicts the various 

issues related to women life in fine way. The scholar shows physical and mental encounter of 

women during partition. The scholar shows also the fearful minds, and unsafely life of women. 

The scholar encounters community and leaders thinking and shows the fully bloody dark side of 

partition. The scholar directly attacks on the religious leader through this article. This article 



deals with the illicit relation, struggle of women, condition of society, anger, tension, etc. 

elements.  

 “Portrayal of Middle Class Women in Bapsi Sidhwa‟s Ice-Candy Man during the Catatonic 

Times of Partition” written by N. Gunasekaran and V. Peruvalluthi.  The present article gives 

the new way of thinking because it is full of women‟s qualities during partition. This article 

presents the women‟s new face in the partition period. The article is full of women‟s strength, 

choice and cleverness qualities. The article shows female cleverness, sensitivity, understanding 

nature, boldness, fighting against violence, humanity in Bapsi Sidhwa‟s Ice Candy Man. The 

article shows clear and clever picture of women‟s image.  

 “Theme of Partition and Independence in Indian Literature in English” written by Naresh 

Garg. The present paper exposes the central theme of partition writers‟ writing. The scholar 

never blames Hindu, Muslim and even the evil Britishers. The scholar shows the psychological 

condition of human during partition period. The scholar shows tragic incidents, politics, 

government policy, painful life, agony, poverty, trauma, etc are the main problems of partition. 

The lack and lust of basic need of humans are causes the partition trauma. In this article; the 

scholar shows the basic concept of theme of partition novelist. The scholar also shows the people 

attached with every day evil experiences in British Raj. Thus partition trauma took place.  

 The article “Women and Their Nationality in Salman Rushdie‟s Shame (1983)” was written 

by Ms. Ashwini Parude. The present article shows the painful voice of women during partition. 

The article also shows the problems and disasters faced by the women during the partition 

immigrants. In this article, the scholar shows the condition of Muslim women. The article shows 

the custody life of Muslim women. The article depicts the picture of victim women through 

gender issues. The article raises many questions which was unanswered.  

Chaman Nahal‟s Azadi: In this book, the author shows Punjabi culture and language. Nahal 

shows the cruelty as well as the humanity of both sides. The novel title shows its attractiveness. 

Azadi means independence. The narrative brings to light the enormity of political decision at the 

time of independence and partition.  

In the Salman Rushdie‟s novel Midnight‟s Children, it is the recasting of tragedy of partition 

and its aftermath. The novel is full of whirlwind of disasters which shows the actual picture of 



independence. The narrator perfectly crafted partition in various perspectives. The writer attacks 

on the absurdity and hypocrisy of modern day policies through the novel.  

Anita Desai‟s novel “A Clear Light of Day” for the review of literature, because this novel 

tells not only the story of separation but also tangible realities of violence about partition. The 

novel depicts the picture of civil war with the trouble figure. The novel exposes tensions, silence, 

and fair about the partition of family as well as nation. The narrator also shows depression, 

sadness, conflict, difficulties of women during partition of nation. The above description shows 

the element of research topic.  

 Amitav Ghosh‟s “The Shadow Lines” is another partition fiction which shows the deeply 

picture of the partition. But it shows the partition of Bengal which is a part of Indian 

subcontinent. In this book, the author narrates the cycle of sorrow. The author touched on the 

themes of emigration, exile and cultural displacement. The author narrates a tragic senses, 

violence, victims, separation, etc. in his work. The elements of Amitav Ghosh‟s novel shows the 

theme of “a saga of pain” and it is the topic of research work.  

 Khushwant Singh‟s novel “Train to Pakistan” assists me in the research study. This novel 

fully loaded with violence, victims, rapes, kidnappings, murders, robberies, gangs, etc. which are 

elements of researchers study topic. The above keywords show the clear picture of partition of 

nation. The novel exposes human behaviour during the separation of India and Pakistan. The 

writer shows conflict between Hindu, Muslim and Sikh communities. The novel exposes the 

naked truth of partition.  

Khushwant Singh in his novel, Train to Pakistan, like Sidhwa, also shows that all the diverse 

communities in India live in peace and harmony, before politics of Partition shatters it. At Mano 

Majra, which stands for India, the day begins with the Muslim prayer leader facing west toward 

Mecca and calling Allah-o-Akbar to the believers. This is followed by the Sikh priest‟s prayers.  

Similarly, the day at Mano Majra ends with the Imam calling the faithful to prayers with, “God is 

great‟. Then the Sikh priest leads the evening prayers at the Sikh temple. Khuswant Singh 

portrays the peaceful co-existence and the fine harmony, at religious, cultural and social levels 

among the two major communities of India before Partition. 



SETHI SONIKA (20176): writes in her research paper named “…of Veils And Wails: Bapsi 

Sidhwa’s The Pakistani Bride” that Bapsi Sidhwa began her writing career at the age of twenty-

six. Stumbling upon impediments and overcoming them with resilience is perhaps one of the 

outstanding features of not only the novelist but also of the women characters of her novels. 

Faced with hardships since her childhood, Sidhwa has not allowed them to bog her down. Today, 

she is a celebrated diasporic writer of Pakistan, living in America, churning out stories from her 

experience of the subcontinent. Her writings are concerned with issues of the marginalized that 

may include the proprietorship of women in a patriarchal society like Pakistan, the Dr Sonika 

Sethi minority status of the Parsis in a religiously fanatic country, the historical bifurcation of a 

country leading to the loss of dignity and life of the common man who had no say in this 

torturous severing. The Pakistani Bride is the first novel to be penned by Bapsi Sidhwa but the 

second to be published after The Crow-Eaters. The novel owes its genesis to a trip undertaken 

by the writer to the Karakoram Range where she was told this gruesome story of a young 

Pakistani girl who had dared to run away from an intolerable marriage, and had been killed in the 

Hindukush mountains by her tribal husband.  

Mercanti Stefano (2011): In his paper “Displacing Androcracy:  Cosmopolitan Partnerships 

in Bapsi Sidhwa’s Water” writes about the current cosmopolitan debate. 

Hilal Ahmad Dar (2017): In his research paper titled “Treatment of Women In “The Pakistani 

Bride” discusses that the issue of the treatment of women in this patriarchal society, presented by 

Bapsi Sidhwa in The Pakistani Bride. 

Kumar Ashok (2014) writes in his research paper titled “A Feministic Approach to Bapsi 

Sidhwa’s: The Pakistani Bride” about the theme of marriage in the novel occupies a significant 

space showing no role of women in marriage. Sidhwa destroys the longstanding notion of 

marriage, highlighting the spiritual view of the marriage. It is believed that marriage means 

coming of two sole together. It is believed that marriage is decided in heaven. Both are made for 

each other.  

Bruschi Isabella (2007) interviewed Bapsi Sidhwa in Turin on 14 May making up with Painful 

History.  



Ud Din Umar, M. Kamal Khan and Shahzad Mahmood (2015) writes in their paper titled 

“Strength for Today and Bright Hope for Tomorrow” about the Wickedness, & violence.  

Natarajan M .and  G. Muniyaraj are in the view that Borders were set which Partition by 

different school of thought such as social, religious, cultural and material in a way of geopolitical 

exploration in neighboring countries at larger level as seen metaphorically in the writing works 

of the time.  

Puri, Dr Shiv Govind (2014) writes in their paper titled “Content and Creation in the Novels 

of Bapsi Sidhwa” that Bapsi Sidhwa‟s creative writing career spans just over a couple of 

decades and she has written four novels in that period. But, in this short span of time, she has 

established herself as an important voice in the realm of Commonwealth fiction, and particularly 

Parsee fiction.  Labels — „Commonwealth‟ and „Parsee „are, of course, problematic.  

Srivastava Swati, Singh Avneesh Kumar write in their paper that Bapsi Sidhwa‟s novel The 

Pakistani Bride deals with the repression of women. 

Miti Pandey (2003): Regarding the role of feminism in literature Miti Pandey (2003) asserts: 

Feminism in literature refers to a mode that approaches a text with foremost concern for the 

nature of female experience in it.  

Zia Ahmed (2009) stresses how literature proves crucial in representing social changes in a 

society.  

Muneeza Shamsie (2005) explains: Earlier in the 1960s, the martial law of Ayub Khan defied 

orthodoxy to promulgate 1961 Family Laws Ordinance, drawn up by Pakistani women activists, 

with clauses that discouraged polygamy, regulated divorce procedures and introduced a 

minimum marriageable age for women.  

 


