
INTRODUCTION 

 

Khushwant Singh was an Indian novelist, journalist, and a lawyer. He was a man of many talents 

and served the Indian legal system, Indian journalism and literature all with equal passion and 

hard work. Khushwant Singh was born in 1915 in a small village, Hadali in Punjab (now in 

Pakistan).  His father, Sobha Singh, was one of the contractors engaged in the building of New 

Delhi.   His father was one of the most prominent builders of his times and used to work in 

Lutyens Delhi. Singh received his education at Modern School in New Delhi. He was a well 

learned man and studied from various institutes like Modern School, New Delhi, Government 

College of Lahore, St. Stephen‟s College, Delhi and King‟s College London. He set his foot in 

his professional life by starting out as a lawyer but soon he turned to Indian Foreign Service. 

Served that for a few years and later he found his place in mass communication and journalism. 

A significant post-colonial writer in the English language, Khushwant Singh is known for his 

clear-cut secularism, wit and a deep passion for poetry. A regular contributor to various national 

dailies, Singh is also famous for his novel “Train to Pakistan’ penned in the year 1956.  

As an author Singh wrote many important and famous books like, Train to Pakistan (1956), 

Delhi: A Novel (1990), The Company of Women (1999), Truth, Love and a Little Malice 

(2002), The Good, the Bad and the Ridiculous (2013), etc. His book “A History of the Sikhs” 

is regarded as the most authoritative work on the Sikh history.  Khushwant Singh is the author of 

many novels. “Train to Pakistan”, was first published in 1956, and is widely accepted as being 

one of the classics of model Indian fiction. After a gap of hreeyearsin 1959 came another novel, 

“I Shall Not Hear The Nightingale” presenting a picture of a Sikh joint family their reactions 

to the Indian freedom movement of the forties. His third novel “Delhi’, published in 1990 is a 

vast “magnum opus‟ on the city of Delhi. His next novel, “The Company of Women”, 

published in 1999 is actually an album of sex exploits of the protagonist and his last novel 

“Burial at Sea”, which came out in 2004 mocks at obscurantism that is plaguing Indian society. 

Khushwant Singh is India‟s best known writer and columnist. He has been founder editor of 

Yojana and editor of the Illustrated Weekly of India, the National Herald and the Hindustan 

Times.                           



Khushwant Singh is the most eminent literary personalities who had established the supremacy 

of the Indian English novel on the literary map and reveals how in Mr. Singh‟s fictional cosmos, 

Sikhism plays a major role with a focus on the embodiment of Sikh elements – religious, 

historical, social being exhorted with a background survey of the Sikh Community from its birts 

and his fictional art as part and parcel of his human and optimistic outlook. It beautifully 

examines how social realism and objectivity get projected in his fictional world by making the 

human world as being thoroughly explored in a realistic perspective, so as to make it a point that 

Khushwant is out and out a humanist dealing with the sufferings of humanity not from a 

metaphysical or ideological stand point but from a realistic stand point. Khushwant Singh is one 

among the eminent literary personalities who had established the supremacy of the Indian 

English novel on the world literary map.Some of his most important works include “Train to 

Pakistan’, “I Shall Not Hear the Nightingale”, “Tragedy of Punjab’, “Delhi: A Novel’, “We 

Indians”, “The End of India”. 

Bapsi Sidhwa is the first English writer in Pakistan to receive international acclaim. Sidhwa 

started writing, at a time when there was no tradition of either woman’s literature or English 

language literature in Pakistan. Bapsi sidhwa, born in Karachi and grown up in Lahore, Pakistan, 

has been widely celebrated as the finest novelist produced by her country. She now lives in 

Houston Texas but she frequently visits to the Indian subcontinent. She is graduated from 

Kinnaird College for Women, Lahore and began writing in her twenties after birth of two 

children.She worked on postcolonial teaching fellowship in 2001 at Southampton, England. She 

wrote several novels. Some of her most notable novels include; “The Crow Eaters”, “The 

Bride” “Ice-Candy-Man”, “An American Brat”, “Cracking India” and  “The Pakistani Bride”.  

Sidhwa uses simple, pure and limpid English, which may be easy and natural in comprehension 

for an ordinary reader. The English used by Sidhwa in its structure and expression, is a moderate 

traditional instrument but appears obstructed from the context it was generated. The story of a 

young man , „Freddy‟ , in “The Crow Eaters” (1978), who decides to leave his ancestral village 

finding no future there and migrates to Punjab for comfortable livelihood, reflects the truth of 

millions of people in India migrating from rural area of India to various metro Politian cities. 

This endearing family saga provides a vibrant window onto life in India under the British 

colonial rule, and the nation on the threshold of historic transformation. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROBLEMS STATEMENTS:  



 

Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa were  prolific writers and wrote many books in their 

lifetime which usually became the talk of the town during their time. Some of his books are 

evergreen which appeals strongly and mesmerizes the readers. Many research scholars have been 

studied on the works of Khushwant Singh and Bapsi Sidhwa from the thematic, 

autobiographical, historical, political and critical perspectives. An attempt is therefore being 

made to emphasize the comparative study of the select novels of Khushwant Singh Bapsi 

Sidhwa. The present study analyses the language, structure, style, and pragmatic features used in 

the language in select novels of Khushwant Singh Bapsi Sidhwa. It is interesting to observe 

how language operates in the society. The modes of address, addresser-addressee relationship, 

kinship terms, greetings, blessings, markers of co-operative principle and politeness principle, 

sociolinguistic turn taking, syntactic deviations, foregrounding,  honorific  terms,  title  tags,  

visual  mode  of communication, diminutive expressions, self-humbling, abusive expressions, 

code-mixing and code-switching will be studied against the backdrop  of  Indian  English 

pragmatic aspects. Therefore; the problem of the present statement is Problems Statements:  

A comparative study of the leading themes in the  select novels of  Khushwant Singh Bapsi 

Sidhwa. 

 


