
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

A novel is a relatively long work of narrative fiction, normally, written in prose form, and which 

is typically published as a book. 

 The continuous history of novel is about two thousand years, with its origin in classical 

Greece and Rome in medieval and early modern romance and in the tradition of the Italian 

renaissance novella. It can be defined as a long fictional narrative which describes intimate 

human experiences. The novel in the modern era usually makes use of a literary prose style. 

 A history of the Indian novel in English traces the development of the Indian novel from 

its beginnings in the late nineteenth century till the present day. These novels have well 

organized themes and examine how English was 'made Indian' by Indian writers who used the 

language to address specifically Indian concerns. Such concerns revolved around the question of 

what it means to be modern as well as how the novel could be used for anti-colonial activism. By 

the 1980s, the Indian novel in English was a global phenomenon, and India is now the third 

largest publisher of English- language books. 

 In contemporary Indian literature though there are many well known figures but Mulkraj 

Anand along with R.K Narayan, Anita Desai, Agha Shahid Ali, Arundhati Roy, Khushwant 

singh, Vikram Seth and many others are the leading names. 

 In the present day Indian novelists in English Chetan Bhagat and Ravinder singh are well 

known names. They are Very popular among Youths not only in India but in the whole world. 

Chetan Bhagat ( born in 1971) is an author, columnist, screen writer, television personality and 

motivational speaker, known for his Indian English novels about young urban middle class 

Indians which is a rising class in India. Bhagat also writes columns on youth, their career 

development and current affairs or the times of India. In 2008 The New York Times cited Bhagat 

as " the biggest selling English language novelist" in India's history. Bhagat was included in 

Time Magazine's list of world's 100 most influential people in 2010. 

 He won the Film fare award for best screenplay for kai Po Che ! In January 2014.  Chetan 

Bhagat is the author of bestselling novels Five Point someone (2004), One Night @ the call 

centre (2005), The  3 mistakes of My Life (2008), 2 States (2009), Revolution 2020 (2011), what 

young India Wants (2012) (speeches and columns) Half Girlfriend (2014), Making India 

Awesome (2015) One Indian Girl (2016) and The Girl in Room 105(2018). 



Chetan Bhagat has consistently delivered best selling stories that have connection with Indian 

readers. His writing style is simple, easy flowing and he has a knack for making his stories 

engaging.  The author has a massive fan following. The young audience admires him for 

relatable storylines and characters.  

The NewYork Times stated Chetan Bhagat as " the biggest selling English language novelist in 

Indian history" He is figuratively regarded as the author who made India read. His extremely 

simple language and relatable plotline make him popular among masses. He understands the 

pulse of India's masses His books have been translated and published in several Indian languages 

including Hindi, Marathi, Tamil and Malyalam. His writing has always been close to reality. He 

has expressed himself in a way which is understood by all and every generation can connect 

itself to it. Though He has written a handful of books yet he has touched upon a variety of 

subjects from life at call Centre, secularism, pressure in today's educational system, inter-

community marriages, corruption and many more 

 His first book was  Five Point Someone  which went on to be one of the best of Chetan 

Bhagat books. It is a story about three friends in IIT who are unable to cope. This book starts 

with a disclaimer that this is not a book to teach you how to get into IIT or even how to study in 

college. In fact, It describes how screwed up things can get if you don't think straight, three 

hostel mates -- Alok, Hari and Ryan get off to a bad start in IIT. They screw up the first class 

quiz, and while they try to make amends, things only get worse. It takes them a while to realize : 

If you try and screw with the IIT system, it comes back to double screw you. while the world  

expects IITians to conquer the world, these guys are struggling to survive. 

His second published novel is One Night @ The Call Center which revolves around group of six 

call center employees working at a call centre in Gurgaon, Haryana, India. It takes place during 

one night during which all of the leading characters confront some aspect of themselves or their 

lives they would like to change. The story uses a literary term 'deus ex machina', when the 

characters receive a phone call from God. There is an aspect of self-help in the book as the 

author invites readers to identify aspect of self-help in the book as the author invites readers to 

identify aspects of themselves and their lives that make them angry and that they would like to 

change. 



 The 3 Mistakes of My Life is the third published novel by him. It is about a young boy in 

late - 2000, in Ahmedabad, called Govind dreamt of having a business. To accommodate his 

friends, passion, they open  

a cricket shop but nothing comes easy in a turbulent city. To realize their goals, they will have to 

face it all—religious politics, earthquakes riots, unacceptable love and above all their own 

mistakes. How an individual’s nightmares are overcome by dreams and how we can succeed 

despite a few mistakes is well explained in this novel. 

The next novel written by him is  2 states: The story of my marriage was published in 2009. The 

story is about of couple coming from two different states in India who face hardships in 

convincing their parents to approve of their marriage. Bhagat wrote this novel after quitting his 

job as an investment banker, The story shows that the protagonist does not have a good bond 

with his father but in the last his father, travels to chennai to meet the parents of his son's beloved 

and successfully convinces them. The father and the son are reconciled and the novel ends with 

birth of twin boys to the couple and Krish, the protagonist says that the babies belong to a state 

called 'India' with a thought to end inequality. 

Half Girlfriend is an Indian English coming of age, young adult romance novel set in rural Bihar, 

New Delhi, Patna and New York, is the story of a Bihari boy in quest of winning over the girl he 

loves. It was published in 2014, and dedicated to " non English types" as Chetan Bhagat wrote, 

the book divulges the sentiments and linguistic struggles of a backward rural Bhojpuri laced 

Hindi speaking boy from Bihar as he enrols himself at the prestigious English medium St. 

Stehpen's college, New Delhi and falls in love with a "high class English speaking" rich Delhi 

girl schooled at modern school New Delhi. The girl does not admit the relationship but agrees to 

be his 'half-girl friend. 

There is a unique Indian phenomena where boys and girls are not clear about their relationship 

status with each other. The girl is still not his girlfriend hence the author thought about a new 

term like ' Half Girlfriend' because in India most of the men have this kind of relationship.  

 

 Ravinder Singh also an Indian author software engineer and best selling romance writer 

was born in a sikh family in Burla, Sambhapur, Odisha. He worked at Infosys in Bhuvneshwar 

and also as a sr. program manager at Microsoft when he decided to become a full time author. 



His girlfriend died before they formally got engaged in 2007, He adapted  his own story into a 

novel. The book I Too Had a Love Story was reviewed by N.R. Narayana Murthy, chairman 

Emeritus of Infosys. Technologies, who called it "simple, honest and touching Now he is married 

to Khusboo Chauhan who was one of the readers of his first novel and was so deeply moved that 

she went to a gurudwara to pray for him, without imagining that one day she would get married 

to him. Singh's first book  I Too Had A Love Story based on real-life incident was unveiled at a 

press conference in Chandigarh by Anupam Mittal. It was also  

published in Kannada language entitled Nannadu Ondu Prema Kathe. Ravin (Ravinder himself) 

and khushi are the protagonists in the story Both of them meet over internet and are looking for 

the perfect soulmate. The every day chats and calls bring them closer to each other and enough to 

make them fall in love. 

After convincing their parents, the two decide to get engaged being much in love, it is difficult 

for the two to stay away from each other. Both of them wait eagerly to get engaged. However, 

destiny has other plans. Just about three days before their engagement, an untoward incident 

occurs. Khushi dies in an accident and Ravin is completely devastated. 

Ravinder's next novel was a sequel to  I Too Had a Love Story and also autobiographical named 

can Love Happen Twice ?  which was unveiled during a special romantic chat how at a radio 

station in Chandigarh. After the loss of his beloved     ( Khushi) he finds on the way to move on. 

During a visit to Europe he meets with this amazing girl. They both fall in love gradually. He 

proposes the girl for getting married but she demands for some time for her studies first. But due 

to lack of proper communication they break up. Ravin is now hopeless and broken. He then, 

dicides to write his experience of losing two persons in a diary but his friends find the diary and 

they read it on air in a radio station in Chandigarh. Thousands of people including the girl 

listened that program and she realized her mistake and accepted his love proposal. 

 

 In the novel the author portrays modern relationship and break up in a fantastic way.The 

another famous novel by Ravinder Singh is Your Dreams Are Mine Now which is an innocent 

love story that is bound to evoke strong emotions in our heart against the backdrop of dominant 

politics. 

The story explores the romantic relationship between Rupali and Arjun. Though they are 

complete opposites and have nothing in common when it comes to their interests and priorities in 



life. During the problem solving they fall in love with each other. The story is around budding 

campus life. He himself expressed, "my child hood experiences had a major influence on my 

books but with your dreams are mine now it was the revolution behind the infamous 2012 Delhi 

gang rape. This accidental author did not expect that his book was not only bringing people 

together but actually, saving marriages. His book are not award winning but are heart winning. 

 


