
                             INTRODUCTION  

ChetanBhagat is one of the most famous living novelists in the history of Indian writing in 

English. He was born on 22 April, 1974 in Delhi in a Punjabi family (South Indian). His father was 

a retired army officer and his mother was also a Government servant in the department of 

agriculture. He studied at IIT Delhi and IIM-A Hyderabad. He is married to 

AnushaSuryanarayanam, a Tamil Brahmin girl (North Indian) and has two sons, Shyam and Ishaan. 

He quit his international investment banking career in 2009, to devote his entire time to write about 

the problems of the young generation of the present era. He writes for leading English and Hindi 

newspapers, focusing on youth and national development issues. He is also a motivational 

speaker.He lives in Mumbai with his family. He presents his thought in words very skillfully which 

are easily understood by the readers instantly, that is why the mind of the young generation is 

captured by his writing. He presents every aspects of life in his novels. A variety of subjects from 

life at call Centre, failure of present education system, communalism, love-hate, inter-caste 

marriages, corruption in today‟s public life and many more are discussed at great length and with 

keen interest.   

Since their release ChetanBhagat‟s novels have remained bestsellers and have been adapted into 

major Bollywood movies. The New York Times called him „the biggest selling English language 

novelist in India‟s history. Time magazine named him as one amongst the „100 Most Influential 

People in the world‟ and Fast Company, USA, listed him as one of the world‟s 100 most creative 

people in business.‟ChetanBhagat has written 9 novels as Five Point Someone(2004), One Night at 

the Call Centre(2005), The Three Mistakes of My Life(2008), 2 States(2009), Revolution 2020 

(2011), What Young Indian Wants (2012) non fictional , Half Girl Friend (2014), Making India 

Awesome(2015) non fictional and One Indian Girl(2016). 



Man is a social animal and is surrounded by multiple problems. It is the age of transformation 

and man is bound to live in „conflicts‟, the conflicts between two cultures, two thoughts and two 

ideologies. As far as literature is concerned every writer hasan aim and moral responsibilities to 

search the truth or realities of life and to present them before the society. In this regard a large 

number of Indian English novelists like Anita Desai, Kiran Desai, Salman Rushdie, Khushwant 

Singh, ArvindAdiga, Pankaj Mishra, Mulk Raj Anand and ChetanBhagat are more concerned with 

the social, political,economical and religious questions and their solutions. Almost the postmodern 

novelists like Kiran Desai, ChetanBhagat and ArvindAdigahave been caught in the cobweb of 

meaningless life. The real problem of the entire novelists is to find out the main problem while 

living in the era of horror, alienation separation, loneliness, ambiguity and paradox. All these 

writers have been totally broken off from the spirituality and intellectuality in their day to day 

life.In this world of speed and barriers all these novelists are pre-occupied with modern man‟s 

struggle for survival. Every novelist in his writings always tries his best to give a proper solution 

and way to sort out the problems. All the characters of ChetanBhagat‟s novels like Ryan inFive 

Point Someone, Shyam, in One Night @ the Call Centre, Govind in The Three Mistakes of My Life, 

Krish, in 2States,Madhav,in Half Girl Friend Gopal and Raghav in Revolution 2020,are in 

dilemma, what to do and what not to do and what is right and what is wrong. All the characters of 

Chetan‟s writings are over ambitious and want to live a good life and do something good in their 

lives. 

After graduating from IIT Delhi in 1995 and IIM from Ahmedabad in 1997, ChetanBhagat began 

his career as a writer in 2004 with his first novel Five Point Someone. The novel is the story about 

college life-culture. The novel is not about how to get into IIT but to survive also. The story moves 

around the trio protagonists Ryan, Alok and Hari. They are close friends and are deeply attached 



emotionally with each other but detached with their study.Hari‟s becoming mad for Neha and 

Alok‟s worries about his family responsibilities are beautifully presented in the novel. They all 

belong to different culture and social background. Education does not only mean to acquire bookish 

knowledge and a job but it also provides good status in the society. Education should be taken as an 

instrument of building a good character of students because education which cannot build the moral 

character of students is no education in the true sense of the term.  The most important thing 

focused in the novel is that how unrest and uncontrolled stress lead to addictions. They start 

smoking then Vodka and other drugs. They also used to go to watch movies for relief and 

refreshment which is really thought provoking. The novelist has beautifully described the faulty 

education system and its adverse effects on the psychological development of the students. In this 

world of competition the new young generation is running after success without having right 

direction.Hari and Neha‟s love is presented in the novel by the novelist. The things they do in their 

lives show their immaturity. The novelist also gives advice to all the parents of the modern 

generation  that do not expect much from their children as they have their own  choices to lead and 

deal with life. Let their children free to be what they want to in their life and never pressurize them 

to do the thing they do not want whole heartily.   The young generation has no fix target and is 

remaining in tension and doldrums in this world of confusion. In short the writer has shown the 

problems of modern men‟s dilemma. Five Point Someone, can be treated as the sequel to One Night 

@ the Call Centre on the ground of idea not of story. The novel Five Point Someone is adapted into 

a Hindi movie 3 Idiots by Raj Kumar Hirani in 2009 which got immense name and fame in the 

history of Bollywood industry. 

The novel One Night @ the Call Centre (2005) is about the dreams of the young generation of 

the modern world. Shyam is a day dreamer who has always been thinking of his past but sweet 



moments spent with his ex-girl friendPriyanka. She has rejected him because oftheir struggle in 

relationship. Priyanka dreams her intended husband Ganesh. He earns a lot of money in America 

but he cheats Priyanka. Varoom reveals the reality from the online information with the help of 

Shyam that Priyanka‟s husband is bald and hiding this fact from Priyanka. Varoom‟s idea works to 

unite Shyam and Priyanka at last. Ganesh‟s dreams of marrying Priyanka remain unfulfilled as she 

comes to know the reality of Ganesh through Shyam. Esha  is rejected after sleeping with a man to 

fulfill her dream of becoming a model. She rejects Varoom‟s love and chooses a short cut to 

become a model. She is forced to make sexual relationship with an unknown partner to fulfill her 

dream. Later on she repents and finally she gives up her dream of becoming a model. All the male 

and female characters of the novel,One Night @ the Call Centrehave to face the reality of their 

lives. Life is not a bed of roses. Man himself is responsible for his misfortune. Shyam, Military 

uncle, Priyanka, Esha, Radhika, Varoom and other characters are in search of a better life. They are 

suffering from the sense of dissatisfaction in their lives. In short the problems of these characters 

are the problems of millions in our country. 

Chetan‟s third novel, The Three Mistakes of My Life (2008)is about a young boy named Govind 

Patel who lives in Ahmadabad. He has a dream of having his own business. He opens a cricket shop 

with his friends Ishaan and Omi. The novel is presenting the struggle and mistakes of the trio 

friends to get success in their lives.Bhagatseems to continue the same passionate zeal in presenting 

hopes and aspirations as well as failure and frustration of his generation in remarkable fashion. The 

novel unfolds ironically some bitter truths of human life which is more influenced by passion rather 

than emotions and ambitions. The novel depicts the situation which gets worse by some minor 

mistakes and for this situation all the characters have to suffer throughout one‟s life. He has also 

tried to expose the problems of the young generation in the present world of competition. Youth is 



the main focus of Bhagat‟s novels. He believes in the proverb, „where there is a will, there is a way‟ 

where the problems can be minimized or maximized by fun, madness and craziness of youngsters. 

The emotion of love and its limitations are described in the novel at great length. Today‟s young 

generation believes in living a tension free personal life and they do not allow anyone to be hurdle 

in their happiness. They try their best to get their goal by hook or by crook. They even sometime do 

not feel hesitate in ignoring their blood relation to fulfill their personal desires. Chetan has also 

described the value of human relationship and their emotions in the novel. 

ChetanBhagat the author of his era is the true representative of the today‟s burning issues of the 

young generation and his novels shows the plight of the new generation in a full swing. All the 

novels deal with the conflict, clash, cultural anarchy, lose of faith in morality, depression of the 

modern generation. According to ChetanBhagat “What he writes, he writes about Youth”. 

In the novel, 2 States (2009)ChetanBhagat has shown the feeling of love between Krish a young 

Punjabi boy and Ananya who belongs to Tamil family. The novel describes the shades of different 

culture, region, religion, language, customs and traditions. It is well known fact that marriages in 

India are more of a family affair where the bride and groom‟s approve of one another before the 

couple ties the knot. The feeling of Krish is the feeling of the today‟s young youth where he feels 

about love. The novel presents the sincerity of the young couple who does not want to ignore their 

parents and wants to make marry to each other with the consent of their parents.  They belong to 

different culture, caste, region and religion but they are deeply attached emotionally. They do not 

want to leave each other. Their love story starts at first sight love and ends with the ringing of 

marriage bells. The novelist has presented the difference of thinking between an elite modern 

society and an orthodox Indian society. The evil of dowry system is also presented in the novel 

through Krish‟s mother who is an orthodox Indian woman.Krish‟s mother expects that Ananya‟s 



parents will give a heavy dowry in her son‟s marriage but all her hopes prove like nectar in a sieve. 

Krish‟s father is a retired army officer and has no emotional attachment with his wife and son. He 

has a very rude behavior. He has his own principles of life. Nobody in the family and relatives likes 

him. But in the end of the story all the problems ofKrish and Ananya‟s marriage have been solved 

by Krish‟s father. Thus the novel has a happy ending. 

The novel Revolution 2020 is a heart touching story of three childhood friends named Gopal, 

Raghav and Arti. They struggle hard to get success and live in Varanasi the heartland of India. The 

novel presents the situations of the contemporary India. The novel also presents the struggle of the 

trio friends to achieve success but they all find that corrupt people are rewarded in this world of 

competition. The novelist talks about two close friends one Gopal and second is Raghav and their 

ambitions in life. Both the friends (Gopal and Raghav) are gifted with intellectual property, one 

wants to use his intellectual to earn money to enjoy the materialistic world and Raghav uses his 

intellectual power to abolish corruption from this world particularly from India.  Gopal becomes the 

part of corrupt system where as Raghav fights against it. Finally Raghav wins in the matter of love 

and gets success in his mission against corruption. The novel also presents the faulty education 

system and the corrupt people who have turned education in a business to earn huge amount of 

money. The novel is totally based on the aspirations of today‟s young generation. The novelist has 

also shed light on the fact that in this world of science and technology corrupt practices are 

involved in educational system which is a curse for the whole society. Gopal lovesArti very 

passionately. Arti also loves him but in the end of the novel it is found that Arti marries to Raghav. 

Gopal‟s passionate love for Arti does not reach to the climax as she marries to Raghav. 

Goplal's result is not satisfactory from Kota classes and he fails in AIEEE examination. His 

father does bear this shock and dies. After his father‟s death Gopal becomes care free and he joins 



hands with Shuklaji an MLA. He enters in the world of corruption and opens an engineering college 

with the help of corrupt MLA. In this novel the writer also clears that our politicians can do 

whatever they like or dislike. 

What Young India Wants is a non-fictional work of art of ChetanBhagat. It is a compilation of 

novelist‟s speech and essays. It focuses on every aspects of Indian society. It also sheds light on the 

politics of youth. The book revolves around Chetan‟s thoughts and innovations on how to improve 

the economic condition of India and how to abolish social evils from Indian society. The novelist 

has also criticized the dysfunction of the Indian government as well as the declining of moral values 

of society. Chetan has also written about how India can be a progressive society in the future. He 

has also expressed his deep pain about the rampant corruption in India and also gives suggestions to 

abolish corruption from the present world particularly India. In a nut shell the novelist has shared 

his personal views to improve the pathetic conditions of the Indian society in every walk of life. 

ChetanBhagat‟s novel Half Girl Friend is a story of a Bihari boy named MadhavJha who falls in 

love with a rich and beautiful girl RiyaSomani from Delhi at first sight. They get admission in 

sports quota. Riya and Madhav become close friends due to their association with basketball. 

Madhav is attracted by her beauty and wants to make her girlfriend but she refuses. Madhav wants 

to make sexual relationship with her but she says good bye to him and stops talking to him 

anymore. She leaves the college and makes marry to her childhood boyfriend Rohan who lives in 

London and he is a successful businessman also. Madhav is all alone in Delhi so he also decides to 

go back to his home town to help his mother who runs her own school in the village. Madhav 

decides to meet with local MLA for financial help but the MLA refuses to help him. An opportunity 

comes when Ojha the MLA informs Madhav about Bill Gates visit to some schools in Bihar. 



Madhav tries his best to convince Gates to fund his school, but for this he has to prepare a speech in 

English language. 

In the course of his struggle he comes across with RiyaSomani who is now a divorcee. Riya 

helps him in preparing his speech and in the end Madhav gets success in his mission. Riya leaves 

the stage in the middle of the function by handed over a letter in which she states that she is in the 

last stage of lungs cancer and has only three months to survive. Riya also confesses her love for 

Madhav. Madhav tries to find her but all goes in vain. 

After three years it is revealed from Riya‟s journal that she is alive. Madhav goes to New York 

in search of Riya. After three months he finds her at jazz event and the two reconcile and finally 

consummate their relationship. The novelist also presents the picture of Indian orthodox woman 

who does not care about their children wish but try to maintain the old tradition as Madhav‟s 

mother does like that her son will get marry to a divorcee RiyaSomani whom he loves very much. 

The use and importance of English language is vividly described in the novel.     

‘Making India Awesome’ is also a nonfictional work of the writer of young generation. In this 

book ChetanBhagat tries to find out the simple solution of the complex problems. The book is an 

exceptional manual that gives the nation a chance to come together and make the country 

irrefutably awesome. ChetanBhagat in this book gives interpretation of Making Indian Awesome. 

He says that to make India awesome we have to work together. The constitution of India has given 

us fundamental rights but there are some moral duties for us to perform for the betterment of the 

society. If we want to live in a neat and clean society then it is our duty to maintain it. He also 

suggests that every citizen of India has to follow the discipline in every walk of life. The youth of 

the nation should come forward to take participation in the Indian politics to use their intellectual 

for the betterment of the nation. He advices the youth of the nation to maintain their past while they 



are living in the modern age of science and technology. The youth of the nation can give better 

suggestions to make better economic policies to develop the country. The novelist also has 

expressed his personal ideas that the young generation is more caring about their parent‟s emotions 

and the parents should let them free to achieve their goals whatever they want to achieve in their 

lives. The novelist says that we should give proper love and respect to the people of different caste, 

region, and religion to build the national integrity. So much is said with so little space with such 

economic and with such strategy in this book of art by the young Indian writer.  

 


