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SOCIAL CONRIBUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN KERALA 

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HIGHER EDUCATION 

 

Introduction 

 The Catholic Church, which is the largest Christian community in Kerala, has been in 

the forefront of running Educational Institutions from the 16th century. At the threshold of its 

endeavours in this realm of imparting education, her focus was mainly centered on managing 

schools alone. Later on she also forayed into the field of Higher Education. Owing to the 

committed efforts of the Catholic Church, she was able to mould several of her institutions into 

centers of excellence including Professional Education in the domain of Higher Education. One 

of the unique hall-marks of the Catholic Church is that she runs educational institutions and 

gives admissions to all irrespective of caste, creed, language, sex or religion. However, the 

Church confronts several difficulties and interferences from the ruling dispensations and others 

from time to time, even though the Constitution of India, as per the article 30 (1), has granted 

the minority communities the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 

choice (Shuklas, 1995, p.224) without any external interferences. In spite of these and other 

difficulties and constraints, the Church can claim to be successful in her mission of imparting 

Higher Education which is widely acknowledged and acclaimed by all. 

Education is a process which provides for intellectual, moral and physical development 

of an individual, for good character formation, mobility in social status and a powerful 

instrument for social change. In the development of a nation, education is a powerful lever to 

uplift the poor, it kindles its flames for the pursuit of excellence, enables and ennobles the 

young mind to reach intellectual heights and induces the person to strive for social equality and 

dignity of persons (Raju, 2005, p.18). Education is an indispensable factor for any form of 

development and is the back-bone of any society. If one travels along the changes and growth 

from primitive form of life to the present stage, it can be clearly noticed that at every step of 

change that took place, education has played a pivotal role. According to Dr. Kuriala 

Chittattukalam, “education is the only highway to transform any nation and bring about an 

egalitarian society. The marginalized, whether due to social, racial, religious, professional, 

economic and political disparity or caste and class oppression can be given self respect and 

human dignity only through education” (Chittattukulam, 2012, p.8). 
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The State of Kerala, commonly known as “God’s own country”, came into existence on 

1st November 1956. Centuries before the formation of Kerala as a State, she was known for her 

spirituality, natural beauty, congenial climate, socio- economic status and education.  Kerala is 

one of the most literate1  States in India and as such it has also helped in the overall 

development of the Nation. When we compare the State of Kerala with other States in India, it 

can be seen that she has her own uniqueness especially in the fields of education, health, 

cleanliness and lifestyle of the people. Kerala is taken as a model for development by different 

national as well as international entities. Kerala stands in the forefront in the longevity of life2, 

and has low infant mortality rate3  and population growth rate4 . According to a survey 

conducted by ‘India Today’ to evaluate the performance of the States in India, Kerala is listed 

as the most developed State. Kerala was able to reach this enviable heights because of the long 

strides it made in the fields of education, economy, consumer market, investment, human 

resource development and economic development (Keralam Onnamath (Mal.), Malayala 

Manorama, 2013, December 23).  

Education in the Sociological Context  

 Education and Social life are inextricably linked and it is impossible to separate one 

from the other. Education is needed for the survival of the Society; it provides stability to the 

social structure and helps in the smooth transformation of the society towards more civilized 

life. Right from the Vedic age, Indians considered education as the source of illumination 

showing the correct path in the various spheres of life. It transforms the human personality into 

a pattern of perfection through a synthetic process of the development of the body, the 

enrichment of the mind, the sublimation of the emotions and the illumination of the spirit 

(Dubey, 1997, p.3). 

 Education is a social process by which a community, a society or a nation transmits the 

traditional values of its culture to the emergent generation, which is necessary for stability and 
                                                           

1  According to the Censes  2011, Kerala has a literacy rate of 93.91 per cent, which is the highest 
literacy rate in India (Census, 2011)  

2
  As per the 2011 Human Development Index Report by United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) India, Kerala has the highest life expectancy at birth of 76.8 and the national life 
expectancy is 68.9 (Human Development Index Report, 2011). 

3
  Among the Indian states Kerala’s infant mortality rate is the lowest. In Kerala, out of every 1000 

children born only 12 die before attaining their first birthday, whereas national infant mortality rate 
is 44 (www.nrhm.gov.in., assessed on 18/08/2014). 

4
  The annual population growth rate in Kerala is 0.5 per cent, which is the lowest in the Country and 

is heading towards zero population growth. The national population growth rate is 1.28 per cent 
(The Hindu, Business line, 2012, August 10, “Kerala heading for zero population growth”).  
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even for survival. Education helps in the training of leaders for the enhancement of the groups, 

development of new ideas and readjustment to the changing environment. “The history of 

education can be said as the history of the society and it deals with the totality of social culture, 

spiritual and material, traditional and emergent” (Anada, 1996, p.1).  Education is one of the 

basic social forces in the formation and reconstruction of any society, state or nation. As a 

preventive and constructive measure for the forming of a desirable society, education becomes 

an essential concern for every citizen because of its role in moulding the life of human beings 

in accordance with each one’s abilities, aptitudes and age (Upadhay, p.16). According to 

George Koilparambil, the best way to evolve permanent and lasting solutions to the different 

social problems is to educate the people (Koilparambil, 1982, p.197).  

Education, though concerned essentially with individual development, is an instrument 

for reducing violence, economic inequality, regional imbalance and social injustice and helps in 

bringing about peace, harmony and equality in the society. According to the Indian Planning 

Commission (1961-62) “Education is the most important single factor in achieving economic 

development and technological progress and in creating a social order founded on the values of 

freedom, social justice and equal opportunity” (Singh & Sharma, (Eds.), 1988, p.26).  

Education cannot be divorced from the needs of the student and his community. 

Education is a means for the very existence of the society (Shukla, 2002, p.47).  Education 

helps in the peaceful and evolutionary transition of society. It is a condition for social change; it 

is an instrument of social change and is a result of social change (Aggarwal, 2001, p.73).  

Education is a social activity and as such it influences the society and is also influenced by the 

society. Education takes place in the society and the first teacher of a child is his/her social 

environment and as such education has a social role to play and it is social in nature.  

Education in general and Higher Education in particular is an indicator of the future 

progress and prosperity of a country. Higher Education produces transforming agents for 

moving the country along the path of development. In the social structure, Higher  

Educational Institutions has a very important place as they provide trained personnel and 

enlightened people to the society. The Professional Colleges prepare the students for 

occupational roles. Thus these institutions are very much part of the general social structure.  

 The National Policy of Education (1985) stresses the significant role of Higher 

Education in the progress of any society as it can provide ideas and people to shape the future 

and sustain all the other levels of education. Higher Education is crucial in determining the 

quality of the overall progress of the society and also provides a wide range of increasingly 
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sophisticated and ever changing variety of man power needed in industry, agriculture, 

administration and services (Aggarwal, 1985, p.30). 

 It is Higher Education which helps in the generation of a climate in the society which is 

conducive to the development of the attitudes, values and skills of the individuals. Any Higher 

Educational Institution has a social mission to fulfill, which is nothing but the enrichment of the 

community of which the Institution is a part.  It is the duty of the Higher Educational 

Institutions to study the problems of the society and its aspirations. It has a great role in creating 

responsible citizenship, able and effective leadership and well-informed, efficient and properly 

motivated personnel to tackle the problems of the modern society. Through the mutual 

influence of the Institution and the Community on each other, the quality of living and learning 

would significantly improve. It is by integrating itself with the Community that the Higher 

Educational Institutions fulfill the mission towards itself (Shah, 1967, pp.218-222). 

Catholic Church and Higher Education in Kerala 

 Fostering education for all is one of Primary Missions of the Catholic Church. In the 

early years, the Catholic Church in Kerala was concentrating more on the promotion of 

elementary education of the masses than Higher Education, as that was the need of the time. 

Though the Church had colleges in Kerala as early as 1541 AD (college at Cragnanore) they 

were not the type of colleges as understood today. They were more of spiritual in nature, 

though secular subjects were taught in those colleges. 

The involvement of the Catholic Church in the field of modern Higher Education in 

Kerala has a history of about a little more than a hundred years now. The first modern Catholic 

Institution of Higher Education was the second grade Holy Angel’s Convent College for 

Women in Trivandrum started in 1896 but was discontinued in 1906. The next move by the 

Catholic Church in this field was in 1919 with the establishment of St.Thomas College at 

Trichur. Once the Catholic Church got involved, the commitment was total and the growth of 

the institutions was very fast. By 1951 there were ten Colleges managed by the Catholic 

Church in different parts of Kerala. In 1956 when Kerala State was formed, the Catholic 

Church in Kerala had Sixteen Colleges in which about 12500 students were enrolled. Even 

after the formation of the State of Kerala, the Catholic Church actively continued her mission in 

the field of Higher Education and according to 2012 University Reports she has 73 Arts and 

Science Colleges and 100 Professional ones with a student population of 1,10,308 (Compiled 

from University Reports). 
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The Catholic Colleges are highly esteemed by all for their academic excellence, for the 

good discipline they maintain, for the personal care and attention given to the students, for the 

inculcation of moral, social and spiritual values, for the dedication of the staff, for promoting 

healthy staff-student relationship, for the excellence in extra-curricular activities and for the all-

round formation they give to the students. 

Significance of the Research 

 Following the command of Jesus “Go and teach” (Mt. 28:16-20) to His disciples, 

education came to be considered as one of the prime missions of the Catholic Church and she 

has been very much active in the field of education from the very beginning. The committed 

participation of the Church in the field of Education has brought in remarkable growth in the 

society at large and desirable changes in the lives of millions of individuals. Many who have 

passed out of the Catholic educational institutions have contributed much in shaping the society 

to what it is today. 

According to an Education survey conducted by Catholic Bishops Conference of India 

in 2005, most of the Church institutions in India, to the tune of 59.3 per cent are in the rural 

areas leaving only 40.7 per cent in urban areas. The Church caters to more than 7 million 

students of whom 42.5 per cent belong to the poor and 32.5 per cent to lower income groups. 

Girls form 54 per cent of the students’ intake and boys are only 46 per cent. A glowing aspect 

of the mission of education undertaken by the Church is that it caters to the need of all the 

segments; 28.3 per cent Christians, 52.9 per cent Hindus, 8.4 per cent Muslims and 10.4 per 

cent other categories (Vettical, 2006, p.3).  

The Catholic Church had a great share of educational institutions even at the early years 

of the educational history of Kerala5. Even today, the role played by the Catholic Church in the 

educational sphere in Kerala is remarkable and the number of educational institutions they have 

is higher than the proportion of the Catholic population in the State6. The Church with her 

educational institutions having a classless and casteless outlook, provides quality and value- 

based education to all especially for the rural children.  

                                                           
5
   Out of the total number of 3683 schools in Travancore in 1900-01, Government had only 429 

schools (11.6 %) and 3254 (88.4%) were in the private sector. By 1908 Catholic Church alone had 
1157 schools (Tharakan Michael, Socio-Economic Factors in Educational Development- Case of 
Nineteenth Century Travancore, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. XIX No 45., 1984, November 
10, Pp. 1915 & 1923). 

6  Catholic Population in the State is 15.47 per cent while the Catholics have 17.07 per cent of the total 
number of Higher Educational Institutions in the State (Complied by the researcher from different 
sources). 
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Kerala is one of the most developed States in India7 and beyond the shadow of any 

doubt we can affirm that it is due to the richness of the education that is imparted in the State. 

The services that the Catholic Church has rendered in Kerala by means of her schools and other 

educational institutions are written in golden letters in the history of this land. If Travancore 

and Cochin have been for a long time past standing in the foremost rank in India with regard to 

education, Christians may with legitimate pride ask whether this has not been due more to their 

schools than to any other educational agency (O’reilly, p.8). Though Catholics in Kerala 

constitute only 14.42% of the total population, it is the only single community which could 

contribute proportionally more to the total life of the people through its educational 

involvement and social action (Koilparampil, 1982, p.193).  

An important feature of the Catholic Church’s mission in the realm of promoting 

Higher Educational Institutions is that her endeavours in opening centres of higher learning 

were not confined to metros and towns in the country but also to the remote underdeveloped 

areas. Thus these educational institutions are not only catering to the higher educational needs 

of the elites but also of the poor and the marginalized, who otherwise would not have an easy 

access to higher education. And scores of these institutions have been developed as centres of 

excellence owing to the deep commitment and dedication of the management. The Catholic 

Church can justly feel a sense of pride that its munificent and fabulous contributions are greatly 

appreciated by all sections of the society and by various dispensations. The Catholic Church 

considers these achievements as the outcome of the unstinting support and cooperation of all. 

 In this context, the researcher feels that an objective study of the Social Contributions of 

the Catholic Church through her Higher Educational Institutions is imperative and quite 

appropriate as it will not only provide greater insight into the pros and cons of the existing 

system but also will enable the Church to make an earnest attempt to revamp her services. 

Another note-worthy aspect of the present probe is the fact that an adequate research study has 

not yet been carried out in this vital area. It is hoped that the outcome of the study will throw 

light on the various constraints and difficulties confronted by the Catholic Higher Educational 

Institutions (CHEIs), both political and apolitical, for the smooth and efficient functioning of 

                                                           
7
  According to the survey conducted by “India Today” weekly, Kerala has the top place in the 

different areas of development like education, economy, market and investment. The GDP growth of 
India in 2011-12 was 6.5 percent and in Kerala it was 9.5 percent. The national average of capital 
expenditure growth is 5 percent which in Kerala is 30 percent ( Malayala Manorama, 2013, 
December 23). 
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these institutions and to devise appropriate measures to overcome the impediments, if any, for 

their optimum functioning and to make them as impeccable as possible. 

Rationale of the Research 

 Catholic Higher Educational Institutions in Kerala have been excelling in the area of 

Higher Education since several decades. Accordingly it has embarked upon several Higher 

Educational Institutions including Training and Professional colleges for catering to the Higher 

Educational needs of all sections of people. One of the hall-marks of its endeavours in this 

important mission is that the doors of these institutions are invariably open to all sections of the 

society without any discrimination on the basis of caste, creed, sex or colour. Most of these 

institutions are highly acclaimed and appreciated by the people of the State and in the Country 

as a whole. However, the general public including the members of the Church do not have a 

clear and comprehensive knowledge of these great contributions and how far these institutions 

have paved the way for the Socio-Economic Transformation of the State. Therefore, the 

researcher feels that a scientific study of these dimensions will bring to light the actual 

contributions of these institutions for the transformation and progress of the society or else it 

cut no ice with other communities for ensuring their support and appreciation for the mission of 

the Church in this vital area.  

It is to be further noted that while managing these centres of higher learning, the 

managements of these institutions are confronting several problems and difficulties from 

different dispensations and entities. The researcher is hopeful that the outcome of the research 

will highlight the need for taking corrective measures wherever needed and inspire both the 

managements and all other categories of people to work for the optimum output possible. It is a 

matter of fact that, the appreciation, cooperation and support of all will certainly enable the 

Church to reach greater heights in the functioning of these institutions for the greater benefits of 

the society at large. 

Objectives of the Study 

Main Objective   

To assess the Social Contributions made by the Catholic Church through her Higher 

Educational Institutions in the State of Kerala. 
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Specific Objectives 

1. To bring out the nature of the Social Development that has taken place in Kerala, as a 

result of the committed involvement of the Catholic Church in the field of Higher 

Education, 

2. To find out the impact of Higher Education promoted by the Catholic Institutions for 

the marginalized sections of the Society, 

3. To identify the difficulties the Catholic Church have been encountering in imparting 

Higher Education to the people of Kerala, 

4. To ascertain the drawbacks, if any, in the way in which the Catholic Institutions impart 

Higher Education, 

5. To explore more effective ways of serving and influencing the Society through the 

Higher Education imparted by the Catholic Institutions. 

In the light of the objectives proposed, the Researcher has formulated the following 

Hypotheses. 

Hypotheses 

• The Catholic Church has made invaluable contributions to the Society of Kerala, 

through her committed involvement in the field of Higher Education.  

• The Values and the Principles imparted by the Catholic Higher Educational Institutions 

have profoundly influenced the Society in a positive and desirable way. 

• The Higher Education imparted by the Catholic Church has helped the weaker and 

marginalized sections of the Society to the dizzy heights. 

• The Catholic Church has considered imparting Education to all, as one of her Prime 

Missions. 

• The involvement of the Catholic Church in the field of Higher Education has helped 

large segments of people in Kerala to get educated. 

Definition of Concepts 

Catholic Church: Catholic Church is the world’s largest Christian community, 

headquartered in the independent enclave of the Vatican City within Rome, headed by 

the Pope. In Kerala Catholic Church consists of Latin, Syro Malabar and Syro 

Malankara Churches. 
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Kerala: An Indian State located on the Malabar Coast of South West India with its 

capital at Thiruvananthapuram. It was formed on 1st November, 1956. 

 Social Contributions: Services rendered to the Society with the aim of enriching it by 

bringing greater prosperity, well-being and comprehensive advancement, material, 

intellectual and spiritual opulence. 

Higher Education: Value education and Intellectual instructions given for the total 

development of one’s body, mind and spirit after the plus two level or education in a 

College/University, which is done after completing the higher secondary course. 

Research Methodology 

Research Protocol 

 Research protocol is the meticulous planning as to, how the study should go about to 

find answers to the objectives of the study. Accordingly the research design is “Descriptive and 

Analytical”.  

Universe of Study 

 The population selected for this study is, all the Higher Educational Institutions (Arts 

and Science and Professional Colleges) managed by the Catholic Church in the State of Kerala.    

Sampling Design 

 The sampling design used for the study is Probability Sampling and accordingly both 

simple random sampling and stratified random sampling methods were employed. Stratification 

was necessary since the population consisted of heterogeneous categories of educational 

institutions like Engineering Colleges, Medical Colleges, Arts and Science Colleges, Nursing 

Colleges, Management Colleges and Training Colleges.  

Sample Size 

The statistical procedure adopted for determining the sample size for the probe was 

estimated by using the formula, 

   Z   =   P  -  Po    ≤  1 .96   

     √ pq 
         n 

 Accordingly, the sample size was determined as 800 and it consisted of fifteen Arts and 

Science Colleges (twelve aided and three unaided), one College each from Engineering, 

Management, Medical, Nursing and Training sectors selected at random. From each institution 
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40 samples were selected from the Students (10), Alumni (10), Parents (10), Faculty (7) and 

Management (3) and in addition to this 25 people were interviewed from among the eminent 

educationalists and other distinguished personalities.     

Selection Procedure 

The selection of the educational institutions and the representatives from the 

educational institutions was done by way of simple random sampling lottery method. For the 

selection of the representatives from educationalists and others, sampling method was not 

possible and so they were selected through non-probability judgment sampling design.  

Tools for data Collection 

To facilitate Data collection, both Primary and Secondary data were used. Structured 

Questionnaire, Schedules, Observation, Personal Interviews and Participation in seminars of 

related topics were the tools used for the purpose of collecting the required primary data.  

The secondary data were collected from the Text books and Periodicals, Magazines and 

Newspapers, Publications of Central and State Governments, Reports of the Universities, 

Publications of the Catholic Church, Reports of Research Scholars, Statistical and Historical 

Documents and the like. 

Data Analysis 

 The quantitative data were analyzed using Statistical Package for Social Sciences 

(SPSS). A master chart in SPSS format with the variable indicators of each question with its 

weightage option was prepared for entering the data. The researcher himself entered the 

collected data from the different categories of respondents’ into the SPSS chart. Then the data 

were analyzed using SPSS 17 version. 

 The result of the interview schedules and open questions were analyzed through a 

sorting process to identify the common responses and a validation and deductive process was 

done to verify the responses. The responses to each question were aggregated, entered into 

separate files and tabulated by the researcher.  

Data Interpretation  

 The results derived from the statistical analysis of the data were interpreted, compared 

and deduced to trace the general trends and opinions to come up with findings and conclusions. 
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Statistical Techniques  

 Percentage Analysis, Standard Deviation, Chi square test, T- test for preposition and 

Mean were the statistical tools applied for the data analysis. They were used for establishing the 

relationships and general trends existing among the variables and making comparisons.  

Limitations of the study 

The researcher did confront certain limitations as he went about with his research work.  

The important ones are given below.  

• The Parents and many of the Alumni, being not directly involved in the Higher 

Education field presently, may not have been really objective with regard to their 

responses. 

• The Student community who are the direct beneficiaries of the Higher Education might 

have had their limitations for a totally reliable response due to lack of proper knowledge 

and exposure.  

• The Management and the Faculty members who are the back-bone of the Higher 

Education institutions could have had reservations in sincerely expressing their views. 

• The absence of up- to– date and consistent data base both at the University level and at 

the Church level made it difficult for the researcher to make a totally impeccable 

analysis and deductions.  

• Owing to the vastness of the topic and large population, the whole work, especially the 

data collection was tiresome, hectic and demanding much time and patience. 

In spite of these and other limitations, the researcher has earnestly tried to make the 

study as objective and impeccable as possible. 

Important Findings of the Study 

1. It was found that by and large there exists a peaceful, calm, cordial, friendly and tension 

free atmosphere in the campuses of Catholic Higher Educational Institutions whereby 

ensuring a conducive environment for fostering the Academic Achievements of the 

students.  

2. Along with the usual curriculum the Catholic Higher Educational Institutions are 

invariably paying great attention for the nurturing of important Human, Spiritual, Social 

and Moral values, and as such, it is one of the unique and appealing features of these 



12 

 

institutions and it certainly facilitates the overall Growth and Development of the 

benefitting pupils.  

3. There is good interreligious harmony prevailing in the Catholic Higher Educational 

Institutions and all the religions are very much respected in the campuses of CHEIs. 

4. Most of the Catholic Higher Educational Institutions along with the normal curriculum 

give students add on courses such as training in Communicative English, Computer 

Skills, General Knowledge, Facing Interviews and the like to equip them for better 

employability. 

5. Catholic Higher Educational Institutions give much importance to such Social 

Activities as conducting tuition classes, fund collection for social needs, medical camps, 

social awareness programmes on different social themes and the like. 

6. It was seen that in general, people are happy with the Quality of Education imparted in 

the campuses of CHEIs. This has been made possible through regular teaching besides 

fostering intellectual co- curricular activities such as quiz programmes, seminars, 

debates and the like and by extending other support services like providing library 

facilities, learning through teaching, group discussions, presentation by the students on 

different areas of interest and above all, by the insistence of the management and staff 

on the importance of quality education.  

7. It was found that by and large Catholic Church is rendering fabulous services for the 

promotion of Higher Education in Kerala so much so that it is well appreciated and 

acknowledged by all. Most of the CHEIs are centres of excellence and in general most 

of the people want the Catholic Church to initiate more quality based Higher 

Educational Institutions in the State.  

8. It was noticed that in general CHEIs have a concern for the poor and the marginalized 

and have helped much in improving the status of women through education especially 

the Higher Education that is being imparted.  

9. CHEIs in general have a welcoming attitude to all, irrespective of caste, creed or 

religion and have a special preference for the people of the neighbourhood.  

10. Catholic Higher Educational Institutions have made invaluable contributions towards 

Social Development in the State by starting Higher Educational Institutions in the rural 

areas, reducing the colossal unemployment problem and the rampant poverty in the 

society through its recruitment cells and other ways of providing employment, 
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enhancing the social status of the people, increasing the level of literacy in the State 

through her educational institutions, insisting on the importance of value based life, 

encouraging Higher Education among women and the marginalized and by promoting 

Higher Education to a large segment of the populace in the State.   

11. It was found that the passionate political involvement of the students in the campuses of 

CHEIs is detrimental to the academic milieu of these institutions and is causing much 

harm to both individuals and to the institutions and is disturbing the cordiality and 

solidarity among the various stake holders of the institutions.  

12. Though there are many co-curricular programmes in CHEIs, Personality Development 

programmes are not given due importance in many of these institutions. 

13. In general CHEIs are not sufficiently involving the PTA and the Local community in 

the functioning of the campuses and there is no regular and adequate sharing of views 

and ideas between the Management and PTA/Local Community. 

14. Though Catholic Higher Educational Institutions have many social activities, their 

concern for solving social issues like corruption, alcoholism, drug addiction, poverty 

and the like calls for much more prompt involvement and action. 

15. Catholic Higher Educational Institutions should provide more platforms for the students 

to interact with reputed industries and management forums. 

Suggestions 

1. It is suggested that by and large CHEIs must improve their public relations as many of 

them are keeping aloof from the public domain. It is high time that they paid more 

importance to the opinions of the beneficiaries, thus making the decision process more 

consultative.  

2. It is suggested that amidst the hectic schedule of governing the institutions, the 

Management and Faculty members should find time to pay greater attention for 

building personal relationship with the beneficiaries and in fostering their involvement 

and active presence in matters connected with academic and other endeavors of the 

institution. 

3. It is suggested that along with the normal curriculum more inter-disciplinary inputs and  

add on courses be introduced and in a special way regular Personality Development 

Programmes should be made mandatory in all the campuses of CHEIs. 



14 

 

4. It is suggested that the Management of the CHEIs should pay greater attention for 

fostering the involvement of PTA and Local Communities in matters connected with 

the overall governance of the institutions. This will facilitate in building up a more 

cordial relationship between Parents, Faculty members and the Management and will 

inculcate in all a sense of ‘we’ feeling. 

5. It is suggested that CHEIs should endeavour to provide more space for students to 

involve in social activities so as to enable them to acquaint themselves with the social 

realities especially in and around the campuses. 

6. It is suggested that for enabling the students to acquaint themselves more with social 

realities each Catholic Higher Education Institution could adopt a backward area or a 

Social Institution for enabling the students to have practical exposure to living the social 

realities. The village or the social institution adopted for the purpose could be treated as 

a social laboratory of the institution. 

7. It is suggested that the CHEIs should take a pro-active step for ensuring collaboration 

and involvement with the industries, management forums and the like to enable the 

students to have more exposure and interaction with such entities. 

8. It is suggested that all the CHEIs should make an earnest attempt to develop each 

institution of theirs into a centre of excellence with integrated education. To this effect it 

is recommended that the number of students be limited for each course so as to ensure 

better interaction and follow up and feasible span of supervision of the students by the 

faculty members. 

9. It is suggested that the present fee structure of CHEIs be revised, taking into 

consideration the views of the parents and the financial status of the beneficiaries. 

10. It is suggested that those CHEIs which exact donations for appointments and 

admissions should restrain from doing so and financial transparency should become the 

hallmark of all Catholic Higher Educational Institutions. 

Scheme of Study 

 The broad frame work of the whole work is presented in six Chapters.  

 The first chapter introduces the topic, explains the sociological context of education, 

Significance of the Study, the Objectives, Hypotheses, Methodology used, Limitations of the 

study and the Scheme of study.  
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 The second chapter is the Literature Review, wherein the researcher brings out similar 

studies done previously by various other scholars in Kerala, India and abroad. 

 The third chapter presents Education as one of the Prime Missions of the Catholic 

Church, which includes topics like: Jesus: Educator Par Excellence, Dimension of Catholic 

Education, Catholic teachings on Education, Education: Rights and Duties of the Church, Role 

of the Church in the Development of Education, Catholic Church and Social Dimensions of 

Education, Policies of Indian Catholic Church on Education and Policies of Kerala Catholic 

Church on Education. 

 The fourth chapter explains the Growth of General and Higher Education in Kerala, 

Catholic Church in the Field of Higher Education in Kerala, Challenges of Higher Education in 

Kerala, Catholic Church and Higher Education in Kerala: Areas to be improved, and the Social 

Achievements of the Catholic Higher Education Institutions in Kerala.  

 The fifth Chapter gives the Analysis and Interpretations of the Primary Data collected 

from the Respondents. 

 The Sixth Chapter brings out the Major Findings of the study and Suggestions for a 

better involvement of the Catholic Church in Higher Education to have more impact on the 

society and finally ends with a Conclusion to the whole study.  

Conclusion 

Over the years the Catholic Higher Educational Institutions have gained wide acclaim 

from the general public for moulding a vibrant and value based society. A considerable number 

of Higher Educational Institutions managed by the Catholic Church have received accolades for 

their commitment and for their unfailing endeavours for enriching its beneficiaries. 

Accordingly the Contributions of the Higher Educational Institutions of the Catholic Church for 

the enhancement of the society are undisputed and remarkable. The Church could achieve this 

enviable status quo only because of the commitment and dedication of those responsible for 

these institutions and the wide appreciation, cooperation and support bestowed upon these 

institutions by the people of all hues. Therefore correct and unadulterated feedback from the 

pluralistic society is sine qua non for enabling the Church to go ahead with her mission of 

education in a more fruitful way. The researcher is now able to underscore the invaluable 

contributions the Church has made towards moulding an integrated and educated society. The 

Church certainly needs the continued cooperation and support she receives from all perpetually 

for enabling her to reach greater heights in the realm of Higher Education.  
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The Catholic Church has been fully immersed in the mission of imparting Higher 

Education in Kerala for over a century now. It is her right and duty to continue the services she 

is rendering in the Higher Educational sector, for which the forefathers and the missionaries 

shed a lot of sweat and blood. The main aim of any education is to spread light and to search 

for truth. The Catholic Church has every duty to light up the lives of everyone through her 

Higher Educational Institutions, thus becoming a source of light to illumine the society.  

Further, it should be kept in mind that Higher Education should not remain higher only 

in the academic realm but has to be higher in the Holistic Development of the Human Persons. 

It should develop in the students care and concern for common man, an adherence to human, 

social, moral and spiritual values that may go counter to the materialistic views of our post-

modern culture, to build up a new humanitarian society in the modern world. Above all, it is to 

be ensured that the Managements of CHEIs should never turn a blind eye or a deaf ear to the 

needs and aspirations of the poor and the marginalized in matters connected with Higher 

Education. The mission of the Catholic Church will be complete only if the needs of the 

underprivileged are properly addressed and solved thus becoming a true agent of 

transformation both at the individual level and at the community level. 

 

  


